Law Offices of

SELWYN D. WHITEHEAD
4650 Scotia Avenue
OAKLAND, CA 94605

TEL 510.632.7444; FAX 510.856.5180

selwynwhitehead@yahoo.com

BANKRUPTCY RETAINER AGREEMENT

Chapter 7 or 13

This agreement is entered into by and between The Law Offices of Selwyn D. Whitehead (“Attorney”) 

and __________________________________________________________________________ (“Client”).

Client retains Attorney for the services described below in connection with financial reorganization, liquidation or bankruptcy matters. The fee for this representation, unless otherwise indicated in the Special Exceptions section of this Agreement is $____________________ plus $274.00 in Chapter 13 cases or $299.00 in Chapter 7 cases for the required filing fee for the Bankruptcy Court, and $49.00 for required credit counseling, for a total of 

$ ___________. The fee shall be paid as follows:

Upon receipt of the deposit in the amount of $_______________________ , my responsibility for

services will begin. The balance of the fee will be paid as follows: _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________.

Client understands and agrees that Attorney may from time to time contract, associate with, or otherwise employ additional attorneys to represent Client in connection with the legal proceeding described herein. Client understands and agrees that the bankruptcy petition and supporting papers will not be filed with the Bankruptcy Court prior to Attorney’s having received payment in full of the fee.  Client further understands and agrees that nothing in this Agreement and nothing in Attorney’s statements to Client will be considered as a promise or guarantee about the outcome of this matter. Attorney makes no promises or guarantees in connection with Client’s bankruptcy case, and Attorney’s comments about the outcome are expressions of opinion only.

The services to be provided by Attorney include:

1. Consultation: Analysis of the financial situation of Client and the rendering of advice to Client in determining whether to file a petition pursuant to Title 11 (“Bankruptcy”) of the United States Code and whether Chapter 7, 11 or 13 would be most appropriate. Further, Attorney agrees to remain available to assist Client through telephone consultations and office visits with Attorney or her staff.

2. Petition & Schedules: Preparation of and filing of Client’s Petition, Statement of Financial Affairs and Schedules and all reasonable and necessary amendments thereto.

3. Representation: Representation of Client at the Meeting of Creditors pursuant to 11 U.S.C. Section 341, subject to the following qualification: If you fail to appear at the 341 Trustee’s Hearing, the minimum additional charge to make a reappearance by Attorney at the 341 Trustee’s Hearing will be $100.00. You must be certain to appear at the 341 Trustee’s Hearing on the date and time indicated in the notice which will be sent to you by the Court.
SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS: This Agreement does not include the following: representation of Client in connection with adversary proceedings (law suits) filed against Client in the Bankruptcy Court; representation in connection with objections to discharge, motions to terminate the automatic stay; proceedings to determine the dischargeability of debts; representation in connection with any action concerning exemption of assets; motions to avoid lien; motions to abandon property; motions or complaints to compel turnover; hearings on objections to allowance of proofs of claim; hearings on objections to confirmation of Chapter 13 plans; time required, if necessary, in connection with the Bankruptcy Dispute Resolution Program; or any other litigation or post-filing hearings.

4.  Attorney Right of Withdrawal:  Attorney reserves the right to withdraw from Client representation if, among other things, Client fails to honor the terms of this Agreement, including non-payment of Attorney and court filing fees, Client fails to cooperate or follow Attorney’s advice on a material matter, or if any fact or circumstance arise or is discovered that would render continuing representation unlawful or unethical.
Please acknowledge your retention of Attorney by signing and returning a copy of this
DATED: _____________________________________________
__________________________

Attorney:  Selwyn D. Whitehead, Esq.




DATE

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the retention of Selwyn D. Whitehead to represent me in connection with the above-referenced matter in accordance with the terms and conditions stated above.

Further, I understand that any student loan debts I might owe are not dischargeable in bankruptcy, and in the event that I elect to include my student loans in a Chapter 13 plan, interest will continue to accrue on them during the course of my plan.

____________________________________________________

__________________________

CLIENT:







DATE

____________________________________________________

__________________________

CLIENT:







DATE

The Law Offices of Selwyn D. Whitehead is a designated debt relief agency under federal law and provides legal assistance to consumers seeking relief under the Bankruptcy Code.


